1. Where is Iceland on the world map? - picture

2. Do you think it’s cold or hot? 77 degree in July and not a lot of snow 

3. Who discovered Iceland? American Indians, Vikings or Christopher Columbus? Vikings discovered Iceland in 874 AD

4. Who is a famous Viking? Leif Erikson

5. Speaking of Leif’s last name – Icelanders have the funniest story about last names.  So my last name is Dembo, my name before I was married was Edelheit. Everyone here has different last names but most people have their mom and dads and sister and brothers with the same last name. But not in Iceland. In Iceland, if you are a boy, your last name is the first name of your dad and son at the end. So Leif’s dad was Erik and Leif was a boy so his last name is Erikson. But if Leif had a sister, her last name was Erikdottir!

6. What language do Icelanders speak? Icelandic! But many speak Danish and English as well as they have to learn it in school starting at age 11!

7. What is their money called? Icelandic Krona – picture

8. What colors are on their map? – picture

9. Is Iceland flat? Nope! Lots of mountains and glaciers…the average height is 500 ft above the sea!!

10. Iceland has special sheep, dogs and horses!

11. So who wants to hear funny facts about Iceland?

a. Only 290,000 people live in the WHOLE country.  590,000 people live in SEATTLE! And 60% of those people – 174,000 – live in the capital city of Reykjavik

b. Iceland has twice as many sheep as people
c. 11% of the country is covered in glaciers
d. We nearly have 24 hours of sunlight during summer
e.  During December we hardly even see the sun

f. We have 13 Santa Clauses

g. We have made it to The Guinness Book of Records for drinking Coke. 
Icelanders consume more Coca-Cola per capita than any other nation

h. We go to the movies more often per capita than any other nation

i. Iceland was the first country in the world to have a female president

j. We have the cleanest water in the world! 
k. We heat our houses with thermal water as well as our outdoor swimming pools – they have hot springs! Because the country is actually a volcano!
l. The most common names in Iceland are “Jón” like John, “Anna” like Anne?!

m. We believe in elves and dwarves (in a sort of myth-way)
n. The top 2 industries in Iceland are fishing and travel!

o. The people who are from Iceland live the almost the longest in the whole world!
